


THE STORY IN BRIEF MAVIS FORD Princess Ida

Cyril

John has a vast and varied musical expcrirnce. As a
member of the Melbourne Yooth Choir, John has per.
formed before the Prince and Princess of Wales, and
has also sung with Barry ManiJow. He currently sings
with the Faye Dumont Singers, of which he is also the
manager/treasurer. As well as singing, John also plays
the Garinet and Bass Clarinet with the Croydon Con.
cert Band. He is the deputy musical director and can.
ductor of their NO.2 Concert Band.

John has performed in HDDLER ON THE ROOF and,
with the Victorian State Opera Youth Company, TIlE
RIME OF THE ANCIENT MARRINER. In Diamond
Vally Singers productions, John has ponrayed Nanki.
1'00 in TIlE MIKADO, Richard Dauntless in RUDDI.
GORE and Frederic in THE PIRATES OF
PENZANCE.

Hilarion

J\1avis ha;.; sung in a vast Tlmnbcr of operas and operet-
las. Iler experience Includes leads in TIlE MIKADO,
TIlE c;O'\DOLlERS, TIlE PIRATES OF PEN.
ZANeI', SISTI;R ANGELICA (Puccini), THE
TELEPIlONE (Menoui), II. SERAGUA and TIlE
MARRIAGE OF FIGARO (Mozart). She has been a
memocr of Tudor Choristers and has sung solos in sev.
eral oraturios. Mavis has perfonned lead roles in
TRIALBY JURY,IIMSPINAFORE,TIlEMIKADO
and TIlE PIRATES OF PENZANCE for Diamond
Valley Singers.

ALLAN LUKE

JOHN TACEY

Allan hegan sJJlglng as a hobby in I9gh, JOined Dia.
mond Valley Singers in 1':}g7,and has sung tenor solos
ill various choral works.

lie understudied Nanki.l'oo (TIlE MIKADO) and Ri.
chard [),wnliess (RUDDIGORE) and played Samuel
(TilE PIRATES OF PENZANCE) with Diamond Val.
lev SlJlgers. lie has also played the role of Leonard
\'1crnll (YEOMAN OF TilE GUARD) with Babirra
I'lavers and Cox (COX AND BOX) with Ivanhoe
1)laycrs.

Allan has hecn Ieanling singing ff()fll Graham Ford
SiIlCl' I ')XX

There will now be a 20 minute interval.

King Hildebrand and his court are awaiting the arrival of Princess Ida, to whom
Hilarion (King Hildebrand's son) was betrothed in infancy. To the annoyance
of Hildebrand she does not arrive, but instead her father, King Gama, and his
three none-too-bright sons do. Gama announces to the court that Ida has shut
herself away in one of his country houses and formed a women's university.
The castle is called" Adamant", and Princess Ida is adamant that she will repudi-
ate her marriage contract with Hilarion, as well as refusing to acknowledge the
existance of men. Hildebrand decides to hold Gama and his three sons as host-
age until Princess Ida changes her mind. In the meantime, Hilarion decides that
he, together with his friends, Cyril and Aorian, will make their way into the
castle to confront Princess Ida.

ACT 2 - THE GARDEN OF CASTLE ADAMANT

ACT I - THE COURT OF KING HILDEBRAND

The ladies of the college are commencing term, and Princess Ida reads her in-
augural address. The boys climb the wall, and finding some academic gowns,
disguise themselves as maidens. Ida returns and accepts the three "maidens"
into the college - she is too engrossed in her book to notice that they are already
wearing academic gowns. Aorian recognises his sister Lady Psyche and this
puts them in a spot. Psyche, Melissa, and Lady Blanche (Melissa's mother) for
reasons of their own, decide to keep the secret, but unfortunately, during the
luncheon break, Cyril becomes drunk and gives the party away. Princess Ida is
shocked at the discovery, and in her haste to escape the scene, falls in the river
and is rescued by Hilarion. The ladies ask for mercy for the three boys, but Prin-
cess Ida stands firm on her vows. Meantime, Hildebrand and his army arrive
with the Sons of Gama as hostages and threaten to Lear the castle down unless
the Princess repents. Ida and her women shout defiance at Hildebrand as the cur-
Laincloses on Act 2.

ACT 3 - THE GARDEN OF CASTLE ADAM~T

There will now be a 10 minute interval.

The women should be ready for battle, but gradually admit they are not as war-
like as they would like to be. King Gama returns with a message from Hilde-
brand, that the issue be decided by pitting Hilarion, Cyril and Florian against
King Gama 's sons. Ida agrees, and when Hilarion and his friends prove victori-
ous, decides to carryon her cause in the outside world by marrying Hilarion.



ROBERT AL YES

Robert is an occasional musician. I Ie was the plamtiff
in TRIAL BY JURY - the first Gilbert and Sullivan
performed by Diamond Valley Singers. lIe has ap-
peared in a number of other C;i1bert and Sullivan's in-
cluding TilE PIRATES OF PENZAi'\CE, TilE
GONDOLIERS, PA TIEi'\CE and UTOPIA UN.
LIMITED.

Robert's forte is choral work and he is presently a
member of the Kew Philharmonic Society choir.

JUDITH O'SHEA

Florian

Lady Blanche

ROD GORFINE

Rod has been a Gilbert and Sullivan specialist for some
years and has perfonned pnnclpal roles in PRINCESS
IDA, YEOMAN OF TilE GUARD, llMS PINA-
FORE, SORCERER, TI IE PIRATES OF PENZANCE
and TilE MIKADO during his time with the SEC
-Iheatre Company.

Since Joining Diamond Valley Singers, Rod has played
the roles of Pooh Bah (TilE YlIKADO), Sir Roderick
(RUDD]GORE) and Pirate Kmg (TilE PIRATES Of
PENZANCE).

MICHAEL KNUCKEY

King lIi/de/mull/

King Gama
Judith has been an active member of Diamond Valley
Singers since its early days, after singing with Tudor
Choristers and various other groups in the U.K., Perth
and Canberra.

Gilbert and Sullivan roles with Diamond Valley Sin-
gers have included Piui-Sing (TilE MIKADO), and
Ruth (TIlE PIRATES OF PENZANCE).

Judith keeps herself very busy studying singing and
musicianship and performing as chorister and/or so-
loist with Diamond Valley Singers in concerts and ora-
torios. She has competed in eisteddfods at Bendigo,
Footscray, Mordialloc and Doncastcr(remp!cstowe
and this year was awardcd equal first place in the
Lieder Section at Doncaster(remplestowe.

Earlier this year she sang with the chorus of Lyric
Opera's production of LA C~IOCONDA.

RITA BURCHILL

Michael's Gilbert and Sullivan roles include the Duke
of PlazalOro (1'111' C"()NDOLIERS) and Sir Joseph
Porter (ll.M_S. PINAFORE), as well as chorus appear-
ances in IOLANTHE, RUDDlGORE, and THE PlR-
ATES OF PENZANCE.

I1is other musical roles have included Toad (TOAD
OF TOAD HALL) and the Cowardly Lion (WIZARD
OFOZ).

Michael has also appeared in numerous non-musical
roles, the main ones being William Fetherstone (I lOW
TIlE OTHER IlALF LOVES); Theseus (RAPE OF
TilE BELT) and Birdboot (TilE REAL INSPECroR
HOUND).

Melissa

-Ihis is Jenni 's third Gilbert and Sullivan productitm
with Diamond Valley Singers, having previously
played the roles of Rose Maybud (R UDDIGORE) and
Edith en IE PIRATES OF PENZANCE). She has also
played the lead in (~REASE (Sandv) and second fe-
male lead in SII EER l.UCK 1I0L\1 ES (Cynthia Ilunt-
ington Smythe).

lenni has sung in the Macleod Il igh Madrigal Choir
and other sTllall choir>. Sh" has abo studied dancing
(ia/], and halkl) and has sludit'd singing for six years
lJIllkr \'1a\.'is hnd.

JENNI WILLIAMS Lady Psyche
'Ih" IS onlv Rita's second C;ilbcrt and Sullivan role, al-
though she has had Tlluchexpenence as a ehorus mem-
ber and rehearsal piani 51 with Diamond Valley Singers
(TRIAL BY JURY and IlMS PINAFORE including
undcrstuding I\ngelma) and Melbourne Music Theatre
(TIl I' (jO'WOLl ERS, TIlEPIRATES OF PEN-
I.I\\'CE,IOLA"'TIIE).

Rlla studied muSic at the University or Wales and since
,trnvlIIg III Australia in l'i67 has been involved with
\1ELlI0l:RNE CIIORAI.E, TUDOR CIlORISTERS
'lIIiI III:IDELBER(; CITY CIlOIR.



PRINCESS IDA MUSICAL NUMBERS
OVERTURE

Music by:
Text by:

Sir Arthur Sullivan
Sir William Gilbert ACT ONE

Florian and Chorus
Hildebrand and Chorus

Hilarion
Chorus

Sons of Gama and Chorus
King Gama

Melissa and Women's Chorus
Princess Ida
King Gama

Soldiers and Women's Lnorus
Sons ofGama

Chorus
Ensemble

Cyril, lIilarion and Florian
Cyril, lIiIarion and Horian

Princess Ida, Cyril, Hilarion and Florian
Lady Psyche, Cryil, Hilarion, Florian

Lady Psyche, Melissa, Cyril, lIilarion, Florian
Melissa, Lady Blanche

Lady Blanche, Cyril, Women's Chorus
Cyril

Ensemble

ACT TWO

I. SEARCII TIIROUGHOUT THE PANORAMA
2. NOW HEARKEN TO MY STRICT COMMAND
3. TODA Y WE MEET
4. FROM THE DISTANT PANORAMA
5. WE ARE W ARRlORS TIlREE
6. IF YOU GIVE ME YOUR AlTENTION
7. FINALE

8. TOWARDS TIlE EMPYREAN HEIGHTS
Lady Psyche, Melissa, Sacharissa and Women's Chorus

9. MIGHTY MAIDEN WTIlI A MISSION Women's Chorus
10. OH GODDESS WISE Princess Ida
lOa. EXUENT FOR PRL\TCESS IDA AND WOMEN
12. GENTLY, GENTLY!
13. I AM A MAIDEN, COLD AND ST ATEL Y
14. TIlE WORLD IS BUT A BROKEN TOY
15. A LADY FAIR, OF LINEAGE HIGH
16. THE WOMAN OF THE WISEST WIT
17. NOW WOULDN'T YOU UKE
18. MERRILY RING THE LUNCHEON BELL
19. WOULD YOU KNOW TilE KIND OF MAID
20. FLNALE

ACT THREE

21. DEATII TO TilE INVADER!
22. I BUILT UPON A ROCK
nWilEN E'ER I SPOKE
24. WilEN ANGER SPREADS illS WING
25. TillS IIELMET I SUPPOSE
26. DEATII TO TIlE INV ADERI
27. FINALE - WOMAN OF TilE WISEST WIT

Rod Gorfine
Michael Knuckey
John Tacey
Mavis Ford
Allan Luke
Robert Alves
Judith O'Shea
.lenni Williams
Rita Burchill
James Douglas, Krystof Lewandowski,
Chris Wearne
Kay Driver
Merrill Hogan
Catie Thomson

CAST

Graham Ford
Ruth Richter
Dianne Richter
Ian Lowe
Rhonda Tallnash
Mary Wright
Elizabeth Inglis, Ian Lowe, Roger Peck,
Rita Burchill, Lauren Poynton
Chris White and Brian Clough
Beryl Nichols, Les Bardwell
Don Douglas, Jonathon Manzoney, Ivan Matey
Keith Fraser, Don Douglas
Marilyn Billing, Jeanette Donahue
Donna Billing
Jan Lowe
Kay Driver

Set Design:
Stage Managers:

Backstage:
Lighting:

Costumes:
Makeup:

Poster, Program Cover:
Ticket Sales:

Co-Director:
Co-Director:

Producer:
Conductor:

Choreographer:
Orchestra Leader:
Rehearsal Pianists:

KING HILDEBRAND
KINGGAMA
PRINCE H1LARION
PRINCESS IDA
CYRIL
FLORIAN
LADY BLANCHE
LADY PSYCHE
MELISSA
SONSOFGAMA

SACHARISSA
ADA
LADY CHLOE



Co-director

Choreographer

Co-director
After a childhood fascinated by the stage and perfor-
ming, Ruth studied drama at La Trobe University. She
went on to risk life and limb playing Theatre Sports
(competitive improvisational drama games). Un-
deterred sbe became a drama teacher.

She has co-directed MAN OF STEEL and GREASE.
She also wrote and directed INSPECTOR SLEUTH
FINDS THE TRUTII, a play about nutrition for pri-
mary school children, under the auspices of the Victo-
rian Health Promotions Unit. It was a smash hit in
Broadmeadows!

lhis is Ruth's first Gilbert and Sullivan.

GRAHAM FORD

RUTH RICHTER

RHONDA TALLNASH

Alter experiences \Vilh various musical comedy COlTl-

panics, Graham joined the National Theatre Opera
School, playing a numher of lead haritone roles. lie
has also played lead roles in KISMET, PAINT YOUR
WAC;ON, KISS ME KATE and several Gilhert and
Sullivan operettas, as well as a numher of roles with
the semi -professional company, Glohe Opera. Earlier
this year he played the role of Barnaha in Lyric Opera
Company's production of LA GIOCONDA.

A Sun Aria semi-finalist, Graham has won the musi-
cal comedy section and vocal championship at South
Street, and appeared on Quest 77 on Channel 2. Gra-
ham is president of Diamond Valley Singers and
teaches singing locally.

Graham has played the roles of the Bosun in HMS PI - ...,-
NAFORE and Pish Tush in TilE MIKADO with Diamond Valley Singers, and directed their pro-
ductions of TRIAL BY JURY, RUDDIGORE and PIRATES OF PENZANCE.

Rhonda has vast experience in tap and ballet dancing,
calisthenics and aerobics. Iler choregraphy expcrience
includes the Combined Schools' Choir pcrfomJances in
Darwin (televised by the ABC) III 1981/82, folk and
modem dance items for the i\'orth Australian Eistedd-
lod, scbool productions and Education Department
C\orthem Terrrtory and Victoria) promotional displays.

Rhonda was a teacher of dance at Loyola College, Wat,
~onja, and has heen associated with C;rccnsho-
r(lugh/Jant'i Ie Calisthenics College since 1976.

Rh(lnda has ehore(lgraphed D,am(lnd Vallev Singers
pr(lductions (If Till' MIKADO, RUDDIC;ORE and
"IRATI'S OF PF'\/A'\CF

Producer
Dianne's involvement with Diamond Valley Singers
began as Assistant Producer for TIlE MJKADO in
1987. Since then she has participated in numerous
DVS performances including solos in TIlE MESS-
IAIL Dianne also took on the role of producer for
RUDDIGORE and TilE PIRATES OF PENZAi'iCE.

Dianne is currently secretary of Diamond Valley Sin-
gers and regularly sings in concerts and eisteddfods.
She played the lead lemale r,,1e in a gospclmusical at
Onnond liniting Church and carl ier tillS year per.
lonned in i'iOW nw TilE 19'.!()'S with Elwood
'Iheatre Company.

JAMES DOUGLAS, KRYSTOF LEWANDOWSKI,

CHRIS WEARNE SOilS OjGama
JA\1ES DOliGLAS: An actor (slllger'l) of little note,
James was initiated to Gilbert and Sullivan in 1988 in
RUDDIGORE and played dual roles as gentry and
ghost. 'Ih,s schil.Oid tradition continued with 1989
with a pirate/policemen! split in PIRATES OF PEN-
ZANCE. Finally, this year James secured the rank of
Principal, Class 1 (one character) in a role perfectly
suited to hIS ahility - the part of basic stupidity.

KRYSTOF LEWA)\iDOWSKI: lhis great dramatic
role could not have heen more suited to Krytof's multi-
farious talents. In classic "cinema verite" style, he
plays the bumbling idiot with such consummate case
as to appear almost natural.. A thespian 01 considerable
breadth (his annour had to be specially adapted), Krys-
tol has landed (usually m a tangled heap) in a variety
01 roles over the years (details upon request - please
supply self-addressed postage stamp). Whilst his bass tones have long reverberated around the bath-
rooms of Eltham, it is only in recent years that he has allowed his dulcet rumblings to reach more
discerning audiences.

CIIRIS WEARNE: Although only 22, Chris has been involved in many musical productions with
his school and church. Chris' first performance with Diamond Vally Singers was m TIlE PIRATES
OF PENZANCE. As one of the three highly intelligent Sons of Gama, Chris believes he can fit into
the role well and is looking forward to the performances.

ENSEMBLE

DIANNE RICHTER

'Vomen's Chorus

l£sley Alves, Karen Baker, Susan Ilardwell, \1anlyn B,lIlllg, Jeaneue I)on;i!lLlc, RachclDnnk water,
Kay Dnver, J\1errillll(lgan, ,')ue KIeIllS, Kylle Knuckey, Dawn Inftus, Kalhenne Lynch, Susan Mal.
iei, Vanessa Porter, Bronwyn Ryall, C;ael Shearer, Janine Tacey, Catie 'tholllson.

M"n 's Chorus



IAN LOWE
Jan h:JS conducted the Eltham (now Dialll\Hld Valley
and Ellharn) Cumrnuniry Orchestra for over len years,
preparing the orchestra for programs of serious and
lighter works, always of popular appeal. lie has also
acted as musical director for the several performances
by Diamond Yalley Singers of Handel's \1ESSIAH
and Haydn's THE SEASONS and the annual Gilben
and Sullivan productions.

lan's olhermusical directions has includcd OKLAI 10-
MA and ANNIE for Warrandyte High School, THE
WIZARD OF OZ for Eltham Little 'Iheatre and
PEACE CHILD and ANNIE for the Eltham and Dia-
mond Yalley Youth 'lheatre.

Ian is also a competent pianist, and has recorded Aus-
tralian piano pieces for 3MBS which are regularly
broadcast. He enjoys music as a relaxing hOOby from
his profession as a mathematics educator (teacher and
text book author).

THE ORCHESTRA

Musical Direc[or DIAMOND VALLEY SINGERS

In 1985 Ian Lowe asked Graham and Mavis Ford to help with a performance of TRIAL BY JUR Y
with the Eltham Orchestra. Rehearsals staned and "Valley Musical Society" (later to become "Dia-
mond Yalley Singers") was born.

1here were two performances of TRIAL BY JURY, which, combined with other items by the or.
chestra, raised $1300 for World Vision. Because of nature of the cause, rehearsal venues were, and
still are, provided free of charge by Diamond Credi: and Greensborough Uniting Churches.

Since 1985, Diamond Valley Singers has performed three seasons of Handel's MESSIAH,fourmore
Gilben and Sullivans (HMS PINAFORE, THE MIKADO, RUDDIGORE and PIRATES of PEN-
ZANCE) and smaller works including Maunder's OUVET TO CAL VARY, They have also been
involved in local Carols by Candlelight Services and Eltham and Greensborough Festivals and as
part of the massed choir at CAROLS BY CANDLEUGHT at the Sidney Myer Music Bowl on
Christmas Eve.

Proceeds to World Vision to date toW over $9,500. $1650 has also been donated to Diamond Val.
leyJEltham Housing Service. This year, it has been agreed thal the profits from PRINCESS IDA and
other performances will be divided equally between Conununity Aid AbfOlid and the Diamond Val.
leylEltham Housing Service.

1hrough the support of members of the company, none of whom are paid, Diamond Valley Singers
hopes to continue to raise money to support group. such u tho.e assisted in 1990, as well a. pro-
viding opportunities for local singen.

New members are always welcome. If yw are in1ecested, why nOl contact Graham Ford on 439
32671

VIOLINS:

VIOLAS:

CELLOS:

BASS:

FLUTES:

OBOE:

CLARINETS:

HORNS:

TRUMPETS:

BASS TRUMPET:

BASS TROMBONE:

PERCUSSION:

Mary Wright, Paul Watson, Val Lennie

Wilma Ezard, Kevin Mullen, 10 Parr, Nola Thompson,

David Sadedin

Eric Pool, Sheila McAlley

Ray Banks, Richard BaL,>on

David Rawlinson

Mary Keusgen, BeLLyMartin

Dennis Thiel

Derek Wright, Robert Knappctt

Claire Portcr

Cal Martin, Daniel White

Orm Stewart

Mike Ogilvy

Len Johnstone, Julic Wright, Andrew Alves

DIAMOND VALLEY AND EL THAM
COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA

The Diamond Valley and Eltham Community Orchestra practises weekly throughout the year at EI-
tham High School, on Wednesday nights at 8.00 p.m. New members are very welcome - call Ian
on 435 5841 or secretary David Sadedin on 434 7130.

The orchestra has been in existence for about thirteen years and during that time has performed three
or four different programs each year. These programs have included symphonies, concertos (some
with Ian as piano soloist), musical comedy selections and other lighter works. They have also con-
tributed to both the Eltham and Greensborough Festivals.

In recent years, Diamond Valley and Eltham Community Orchestra has cO-{){lCratedwith Diamond
Valley Singers in performances of Handel's MESSIAH and Haydn's TIlE SEASONS, and in pro-
ductions of Gilben and Sullivan's TRIAL BY JURY, HMS PINAFORE, THE MIKADO, RUDDI.
GORE and THE PlRA TES OF PENZANCE. They look forward to this association continuing.

1he next program will be in late November/early December. Call1an for details.

COMING PRODUCTIONS:
BABIRRA PLAYERS INC. presents ORPHEUS IN THE UNDERWORLD
(Offenbach)at Nunawading Arts Centre, October 26 - November 10, 1990. For
lickels phone 458 1797.



DIAMOND VALLEY/
ELTHAM HOUSING
SERVICE

The Diamond Valley/Eltham
Housing Service is a community
based emergency housing service,
for people who are facing housing
related crises. The service oper-
ates four emergency houses for
short term accommodation for
families who in most cases are
leaving situations of domestic vi-
olence and family breakdown.
Due to their situation many
families have no furtniture, food,
transport or the money for same.
Most cannot afford private rental
accommodation and are awaiting
Ministry of Housing accommoda-
tion.

The service receives funding from
the Ministry of Housing towards
the costs of power bills and main-
tenance and to help pay rent and
bond money for people in need.
An increasing need is the supply of
basic foodstuffs, furniture and
other items most people take for
granted. The Housing Service is
reliant on the community for these
goods as funding does not cover the
purchase of such items.

If you would like further informa-
tion about the Diamond Valley/El-
tham Housing Service, the contact
number is 435 9977.

COMMUNITY AID
ABROAD

Community Aid Abroad is an organi-
sation which works to bring about sus-
tainable improvement in the living
conditions of people who have little if
any support from elsewhere. They do
this by working with the people on
projects put forward by the people pro-
vided that the projects meet Com-
munity Aid Abroad's guidelines for
projects.

These guidelines have been developed
from years of experience to improve
the probability of the project succeed-
ing and therefore making best use of
available resources.

CAA relies on donations including
those in response to the Walk Against
Want and Work Against Want events,
and the sales of goods sold on behalf
of people with whom they are working
(a catalog is available from their office
or visit Shop 12 in the Myer Arcade).

There are also CAA branches in many
suburbs raising funds through a wide
variety of activities and also providing
information to members and com-
munity so that informed action can be
taken to help improve the balance in
the distribution of world resources.

Further information about CAA it,>ac-
tivities, branches and projects can be
obtained from their office at 156
George Strcct, Fitzroy 3065 or by
phoning 419 7111.


